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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 6784 

FRANKFURT FOR FSS AND RTC 

E O 1 1652: GDS 

TAGS: AFSP, ASEC, ABLD 

SUB J : EMBASSY CHANCERY AND RESIDENCE: SEABEE CONSTRUCTION 
SURVEILLANCE 

REFS: A. BERLIN 6696; B. STATE 275546 

SUMMARY: IN DISCUSSIONS WITH OFFICIALS OF THE GDR 
DIPLOMATIC SERVICES AGENCY (DLA) ACCESS QUESTIONS WERE 
NOT SETTLED, EXCEPT THAT ON-SITE SURVEILLANCE AFTER 
WORK HOURS IS NOT POSSIBLE. EMBASSY RECOMMENDS SEABEES 
FOR WORKING HOURS SURVEILLANCE IF SITUATION RESOLVED 
POSITIVELY, AND NO SURVEILLANCE AT THE RESIDENCE. END SUMMARY. 

1. EMBASSY OFFICERS MET WITH DLA OFFICIALS AGAIN 
PER REFTEL B WITH THE FOLLOWING RESULTS: 

A. WORKING HOURS AND ACCESS. ACCESS DURING WORKING 
HOURS CONFIRMED VIA TELEPHONE PROCEDURE NOTED IN REF A. 

WE NOTED SLOW RESPONSE TIME IN TEST SITUATIONS AND 

DLA PROMISED TO DO BETTER. 

B. WORKING HOURS ON-SITE ASSIGNMENT. WE PROPOSED AN 
INTENTION TO STATION TWO OR THREE MEN AT THE CHANCERY 
THROUGHOUT THE WORKING HOURS; DLA REPRESENTATIVES 
CLAIMEDHTHEY WOULD HAVE TO REFER THIS TO HIGHER AUTHORITY 
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AND ADVISE US WITHIN THE NEXT FEW DAYS. 
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C. AFTER WORKING HOURS ACCESS. ACCESS BY APPOINTMENT 
AS NOTED EARLIER. 

D. AFTER WORKING HOURS ON-SITE ASSIGNMENT. ON-SITE 
ASSIGNMENT OF USG PERSONNEL ISHNOT ACCEPTABLE TO THE 
GDR. THE DLA REPRESENTATIVES AGAIN REFERRED TO THE US-GDR 
ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS IN JULY 1974 AND STATED THAT 
AFTER HOURS PRESENCE OF USG PERSONNEL STATIONED AT THE 
BUILDING SITE WAS NOT AGREED TO AND CANNOT BE ALLOWED. 

THE DLA ALSO POINTED OUT POTENTIAL SAFETY AND LIABILITY 
PROBLEMS CONCERNING USG PERSONNEL IN A "CLOSED" GDR 
BUILDING. 

2. IN VIEW OF THE ABOVE, ASSIGNMENT OF SURVEILLANCE 
SEABEES SHOULD BE HELD PENDING RESOLUTION OF THE QUESTION 

OF ON-SITE ASSIGNMENT OF PERSONNEL DURING WORKING HOURS. EMBASSY 
EXPECTS ANSWER FROM DLA IN SHORT TIME & WILL ADVISE DEPARTMENT IM- 
MEDIATELY. IF THIS CAN BE RESOLVED POSITIVELY, THE EMBASSY RE- 
COMMENDS THAT THREE SURVEILLANCE SEABEES BE ASSIGNED TDY TO 
THE BERLIN EMBASSY ASAP. THE SEABEES CAN PROVIDE SUR- 
VEILLANCE FOR CONSTRUCTION AND FINISHING WORK IN SENSITIVE 
CHANCERY OFFICES AND HOPEFULLY LESSEN BY A LARGE AMOUNT 
THE SEABEE SPECIAL PROJECT WORK REQUIRED IN THESE AREAS 
ONCE THE USG ACCEPTS THE BUILDING. THE EMBASSY CONSIDERS 
THE QUESTION OF AFTER WORKING HOURS PRESENCE BY MSG'S 
FOR SURVEILLANCE CLOSED BECAUSE OF THE DLA STATED 
POSITION. THIS IS PARTICULARLY UNFORTUNATE SINCE THE 
CONSTRUCTION CREW S WORKING HOURS VARY DAILY AND OFTEN 
TIMES EXTEND INTO THE LATE EVENING HOURS. 

3. BECAUSE RENOVATION OF THE PERMANENT RESIDENCE HAS 
ALREADY REACHED AN ADVANCED STAGE, THE RSO BELIEVES 
SEABEE SURVEILLANCE AT THIS LATE DATE WOULD BE A 
WASTE OF MANPOWER. THEREFORE, THE EMBASSY DOES NOT 
RECOMMEND ASSIGNMENT OF SURVEILLANCE SEABEES FOR THE 
RESIDENCE. 

4. THE COMPLICATED QUESTION INVOLVING VARIOUS DOCUMENTATION 
OPTIONS FOR THE SEABEES WILL BE ADDRESSED IN A SEPARATE 
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MESSAGE IF AND WHENHSEABEES ARE ASSIGNED. 

5. THE EMBASSY CANNOT PROVIDE TRANSPORTATION FOR THE 
SEABEES. AS SURVEILLANCE ANDHSPECIAL SEABEE PROJECTS 
WILL MOST LIKELY CONTINUE FOR AT LEAST A YEAR OR MORE, 

THE EMBASSY REQUESTS THAT A CARRY-ALL TYPE VEHICLE 
BE PROVIDED FOR FULL TIME USE OF THE TEAM. WITH A FULL- 
TIME VEHICLE ASSIGNED, HOUSING IN THE WEST MAY BE 
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POSSIBLE. HOWEVER, IT WOULD REDUCE A FLEXIBLE RESPONSE 
TO VARYING WORKING HOURS AT THE CHANCERY. (THE EAST 
BERLIN HOTEL IS ONE BLOCK FROM THE SITE). IT IS 
QUESTIONABLE THAT A HOTEL IN WEST BERLIN WOULD BE A 
SUFFICIENT IMPROVEMENT OVER EAST BERLIN TO WARRANT 
SUCH A DECISION.COOPER 
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